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Welcome to ANU

We believe that choosing to study psychology at the ANU is a great decision!

The ANU is the only Australian university that was founded to “advance the nation’s scholarship and research to
the level of the best international standards” and it has been striving to achieve this goal ever since. It is regularly
ranked the number one university in Australia and has produced more Nobel Laureates than any other Australian
institution. Psychology has been a part of this mission since the beginning.

At ANU, psychology is deeply committed to science and scholarship, but equally committed to using these to
achieve real-world solutions to important problems and living a good life. Psychology at the ANU has strengths in
understanding human cognition, social interactions and group processes, neuroscience, and how people develop
and change over time. It is also home to an award-winning clinical psychology program and has recently launched
Australia’s first Master of Professional Psychology, which prepares students to become registered psychologists
working in a range of clinical, educational, vocational, and policy settings in just five years of study. But perhaps
its most important strength, is its commitment to student wellbeing. Students appreciate the accessibility of staff,
their authentic support and guidance, and the warmth and inclusion they extend to everyone.

The ANU is also the first university in the world to bring together the disciplines of medicine and psychology into
one school (the School of Medicine and Psychology). This exciting integration seeks to tackle physical and mental
health holistically, by researching and understanding their interface and training healthcare professionals that
focus on their indivisibility to optimise health outcomes.

The ANU is situated on a breathtaking 146-hectare campus, with bountiful greenery and adjacencies to Lake
Burley Griffin, Black Mountain and the Canberra CBD. We boast the largest cohort of residential students in
Australia, making for a vibrant and social campus atmosphere. Canberra itself is a perfect balance of natural
beauty, access to outdoor activities, cultural enrichment, and day-to-day convenience.

Thank you for considering the ANU to study psychology. Psychology is increasingly needed to understand people
and their contexts and to guide them through challenges and support them to live happy and productive lives. We
look forward to welcoming you-the next generation of scientists, clinicians, and leaders that will join us in meeting

these challenges and moving the world to a better place.

Professor Bruce Christensen
Deputy Director, School of Medicine and Psychology
(Psychology discipline lead)
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Study Psychology

Psychology is a rapidly evolving and fascinating discipline.

At ANU, you will study psychology with some of the best teachers and most acknowledged research and
professional leaders in psychology worldwide. Importantly, our educational programs are driven by the research
we are doing ourselves in key areas such as cognition and perception, social psychology, human development
across the life-span, neuropsychology and neuroscience, as well as more applied areas of study such as clinical
and health psychology, forensic psychology, and organisational psychology. Our psychology students have the
opportunity to study right through from undergraduate and Honours to the graduate level.

Why ANU

Where you get your degree in psychology makes a difference. ANU is consistently recognised as one of the great
universities of the world. Located in the nation’s capital city, our founding mission in 1946 was to be a national
resource -a trusted intellectual powerhouse of research and education that would advance Australia’s capability
and position on a global scale.

We are honoured to be ranked as Australia’s leading university by the measures that matter:

+ Ranked 1st in Australia’s Most International Outlook (global perspective in higher education) (THE World
University Rankings 2025)

» Ranked 1st in lowest Student-to-Staff ratio among Australia’s Group of Eight universities (THE World
University Rankings 2025)

+ Ranked as one of leading universities in Australia for Staff Qualifications (Good Universities Guide)

+ Ranked 30th World’s Top universities (QS World University Rankings 2025), making ANU a leading university
in Australia

« ANU is Australia’s only university in the prestigious International Alliance of Research Universities (IARU)
+ Research at ANU has won countless world-class awards including six Nobel Prizes.

Our academics at ANU have the highest concentration of Fellowships of the Learned Academies (including the
prestigious Royal Society of London) of any Australian university, and very importantly, our research in many
areas is making a real difference in people’s lives.

What makes us different?

The staff in psychology at ANU get to know our students and we treat them as individuals. Our first-year courses
have around 400 students -far fewer than in most other Australian universities-and we keep our laboratory
classes to no more than 30 students.

Our elite Honours (fourth) year allows around 40-60 of our top students each year to study psychology at a
higher level and under the individual supervision of members of staff.

Our staff are committed to teaching and research and often the science our academics teach is the science
they are personally involved in researching. Several of our academics have been awarded national teaching
prizes, and the research of our academics is well above world standard (earning a 4 out of 5 rating on the last
Commonwealth Excellence in Research for Australia review).
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Undergraduate degrees in Psychology

There is a seamless transition from most college and high school programs into psychology at ANU. There are no
secondary school prerequisites (such as maths or biology) for any of our undergraduate programs in psychology.
Psychology can be studied in a variety of degrees. Some allow students greater flexibility with subject choice,

and others provide research opportunities in later years. Additionally there is great flexibility for students to

focus on subjects outside of psychology in their area of interest. All of the undergraduate programs listed below
enable students to pursue Honours, and the graduate studies in psychology required to practice as a psychologist.
Students should note, however, that entry into Honours is based upon strong academic performance throughout

their undergraduate study.

There are many ways that you can study psychology as an undergraduate degree. Some examples are below.

Bachelor of Science (Psychology)

This is a specialist three-year degree in psychology,
providing an excellent overall grounding in the field
of psychology. It enables students to undertake
additional courses in the sciences if desired, or to
undertake electives in arts and social sciences if

a humanities focus is preferred. There is also an
opportunity for students to use the electives in this
program to pursue additional psychology courses.
This degree provides a comprehensive education in
both the topics and methods of psychology -while
also providing other essential skills, such as analytical,
quantitative, report writing and communication
skills. These are widely recognised by employers and
enhance your employability in the workplace.

The Bachelor of Science (Psychology) can be
followed by an Honours year to provide a pathway
to professional practice as a psychologist and
postgraduate study.

Bachelor of Philosophy, Neuroscience,
and Psychology

The Bachelor of Philosophy, Neuroscience, and
Psychology (BPNP) program draws upon the Australian
National University’s world-leading strengths in
philosophy, neuroscience and psychology to take

you on a pioneering and interdisciplinary academic
journey. The program will foster a unique environment
where innovation, collaboration, and cutting-edge
research converge to challenge traditional boundaries
of thought.
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Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) (PhB)

This is a four-year degree program with a high entry
standard providing the opportunity for students to
undertake an individualised program of courses in
psychology. As a Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours)
student, you will go beyond the normal limits of
undergraduate education and work closely with

an academic supervisor or mentor in most of your
courses.

Bachelor of Science & Bachelor of Arts

The Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts are
three-year degrees in which students can major in
Psychology. Both of these degrees allow progression
to the fourth year Psychology Honours program

if students complete an accredited sequence of
psychology courses, requiring additional courses
beyond the Psychology major.



Flexible Double Degree

Bachelor degree + Bachelor degree
Study two undergraduate degrees at the same time and
graduate with two qualifications.

+ Double your job prospects.

« It takes less time than studying two undergraduate
degrees separately.

«  Same full-time workload per year as studying a
single undergraduate degree.

ANU offers a flexible degree structure where you can
study two undergraduate degrees and graduate with

two qualifications (subject to university entry mark). This
means you can combine your psychology degree with any
other degree, such as music, law, commerce, or finance -
the possibilities are limited only by your imagination!

You can also combine Arts and Science degrees. We

are constantly developing courses that will allow you to
combine psychology with other areas of interest. All you
need to do is ask.

Ml 1

Shaza Binte Amran
Bachelor of Science (Psychology)

“| feel like the tutors at ANU know what they’re doing,
and they're really good at creating an interactive class.
The lecturers are really interested in their field and are
very supportive”
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Honours year

Applicants who have completed the required APAC
accredited sequence of courses as part of a Bachelor of
Science (Psychology), Bachelor Philosophy (Honours),
Bachelor of Arts degree may apply to progress to the
Psychology Honours year.

The minimum requirements for admission include:

+ A weighted average mark equivalent to an ANU
70 per cent calculated from the 36 units (i.e. 0.75
EFTSL) of psychology courses, excluding 1000
level introductory undergraduate courses, with the
highest marks.

» APAC accredited sequence of undergraduate
courses.

Admission to this program is on a competitive basis;
meeting the minimum requirements for admission does
not guarantee entry to the program. The Psychology
Honours year has a quota on places due to availability
of supervision with 80 per cent of places reserved for
ANU undergraduate students.

Where ranking of applications is required, the weighted
average mark of the best ten 2000-and 3000-level
Psychology courses will be used to determine the
selection rank.The Honours program involves a
concentrated fourth year and builds significantly on the
knowledge and skills that you have developed during
your undergraduate degree.

It is an exciting time of professional and intellectual
development when you immerse yourself in psychology
and become better acquainted with the central
features of academic life such as seminars, workshops,
presentation of work to colleagues, research design
and communication of scientific findings. It is, in other
words, a time when you take charge of your emerging

career in psychology.



Graduate degrees in Psychology

Professional training opportunities for graduates

Completion of an Honours degree at the upper second class level or better makes you eligible to apply for several

graduate programs we offer, including the research PhD, as well as the Master of Clinical Psychology and the

PhD (Clinical Psychology). These graduate clinical psychology options enable you to practice as a registered

psychologist at the completion of your studies and eventually gain endorsement as a clinical psychologist. An

alternative pathway to becoming a registered psychologist is to complete the fourth and fifth years of study in

the Master of Professional Psychology (MPP). This is a two-year postgraduate program which does not require

an Honours year, with applicants requiring a three-year APAC-accredited sequence in psychology. This pathway

enables graduates to apply for general registration with the Psychology Board of Australia after completing a one-

year internship and the National Psychology Exam.

Studying Clinical Psychology

The graduate study of clinical psychology at ANU

will allow you to gain a professional qualification as

a clinical psychologist through the two-year Master

of Clinical Psychology (MCP) degree or four-year PhD
(Clinical Psychology) degree.

In the formal teaching environment at ANU, your focus
will be on developing high-level practical skills within
the strong theoretical foundation that is essential

to being a highly competent clinical psychologist.

The coursework is taught in small group formats

and integrates contemporary clinical models for the
assessment and treatment of psychological disorders
with concentrated clinical skills training. At ANU all
clinical training is strictly evidence-based.

Whether you decide to study for two or four years, you
will work closely with dedicated clinical psychologists
at the University and in local hospitals and other
health services. You will gain supervised experience
working in a range of professional settings such as
drug and alcohol, crisis intervention, child and family
therapy, clinical neuropsychology, adult mental health,
geriatric psychology and general medical psychology.
In these placements, you will be guided and supported
at all times by professional clinical psychologists. In
addition to your clinical coursework and placement
experiences, you will also conduct a program of
original clinical research under the guidance of a
dedicated research supervisor based at ANU.
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Studying Professional Psychology

The ANU Master of Professional Psychology (MPP) is
a two-year (full-time) program that offers the shortest
route to a professional career in psychology.

This APAC accredited program has been designed

to provide the 4th and 5th years of study in a single
Professional Masters program for people seeking

to progress down the 5+1 pathway to professional
registration as a psychologist.

This practical degree provides a scientist-practitioner
approach to professional psychology practice that
combines evidence-based psychological theory,
practice and research. It includes coursework on
psychological assessment, interventions, ethics and
professional skills; a group research project in the first
year and practical experience in the second year.

In this program, you will work with clinical researchers
and registered psychologists to develop your
knowledge and skills in research and professional
practice.



The ANU Psychology Clinic

As part of your clinical training you will also work
at the ANU Psychology Clinic which is based on
campus. This is a research, training and treatment
centre offering specialised psychological services
to the community. The Clinic aims to provide the
highest standards in psychological assessment
and treatment in a professional, responsive and
caring environment. |t provides assessments and
therapies for children and adults who may be
experiencing a range of psychological problems.
Therapy is provided individually or within groups,
and is strictly founded upon the most contemporary
evidence-based best practices. The University
employs specialist clinical psychologists to provide
supervised experience in the Clinic.

— Yushi Wang

Master of Clinical Psychology

“The environment for studying here is very supportive, which helps

me grow professionally and transition into a career through external
placements. | am enjoying working in the ANU clinic, where students
get to practice their skills on real clients in a safe environment. | would
recommend ANU to anyone who wants to study clinical psychology.”
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Pathways to become a psychologist

In Australia, to register as a psychologist, you are required to complete approved university training and
supervised practice.

At ANU, we offer three degree pathways accredited by the Australian Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC)
that enable you to pursue a career as a registered psychologist in Australia.

The pathways are open to domestic and international students, who can apply to enter each phase of our pathways,
such as Bachelors and Honours degree, or Masters level. Interested students are required to follow the admissions
process and apply for each degree program. More information about the pathways are available below.

Master of Professional Psychology Pathway
Duration: 6 years full time

Step 3
1,500 hours
Complete an ANU ) Complete the Master ) Complete an ) Apply for General

three-year bachelor of Professional internship + National Registration as a
degree* majoring** in, Psychology Psychology Exam psychologist
Psychology

Step 1 Step 2

STEP1
ANU bachelor degree majoring in Psychology

There are three APAC accredited bachelor programs at ANU that allow you to complete psychology courses that
are required for admission into the Master of Professional Psychology: Bachelor of Science (Psychology), Bachelor
of Science and Bachelor of Arts.

STEP 2

Master of Professional Psychology

This program is accredited by APAC and is the first in Australia to provide both the fourth and fifth years

of university study in the 5+1 pathway to registering as a psychologist. You will complete coursework on
psychological assessment, interventions, professional ethics and skills, and research projects in both years of the
program, including a group research project in the first year, and practical placement experience in the second
year.

Upon successful completion of the first year (48 units) of the Master of Professional Psychology, you will need to
obtain Provisional Registration with the Psychology Board of Australia (PsyBA) and satisfy other requirements to
enrol into the second year of the program. You will need to maintain Provisional Registration for the duration of
the program.

STEP3

Internship and National Psychology Exam

You must undertake 1,500 hours of internship training in the field under the auspices of the Psychology Board of
Australia (PsyBA). This can be completed in a full-time or equivalent part-time arrangement.

During the internship, you will complete the National Psychology Exam. On successful completion of the internship
and exam, trainees will be eligible to apply for General Registration as a Psychologist. Note: The internship is
organised by students. More information can be found on the PsyBA website.

STEP 4
Apply for General Registration

For registration pathways
W: Psychologyboard.gov.au/Registration

*The bachelor’'s must be an APAC accredited three-year sequence.
**Definition of terms such as major and honours at ANU can be found at policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_002601
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Master of Clinical Psychology Pathway
Duration: 6 years full time

Step 1 Step 2

Complete an APAC ) Complete the Master ) Apply for General ) Complete a
accredited Honours* of Clinical Psychology Registrationas a 3,000-hour registrar

. program to obtain
at ANU psychologist clinical psychology

endorsement

STEP1

ANU Psychology Honours

At ANU you can choose from Bachelor of Arts (Honours), Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours), Bachelor of Science
(Honours) and Bachelor of Science (Psychology) (Honours). Note: some of these programs are completed as three-
year bachelor degrees with an additional fourth honours year. You need to apply for admission for the Psychology
Honours year.

STEP2
Master of Clinical Psychology

In this program you will study clinical coursework, undertake clinical field placement and conduct clinical research.

You will complete clinically relevant coursework over the two years of the Masters. In the first year you will
undertake supervised clinical practice in the ANU Psychology Clinic, and in the second year complete two
supervised clinical placements outside ANU. In addition to 1,000 hours of clinical coursework, you will also conduct
an approved empirical research project.

Students are required to apply for provisional registration at the commencement of the Masters course and remain
provisionally registered over the duration of the course.

STEP 3
Apply for General Registration
Do not need to complete the national psychology exam.

STEP 4
Obtain Clinical Psychology Endorsement

Graduates from this pathway can apply for general registration with the Psychology Board of Australia (PsyBA),
however in order to obtain clinical endorsement, you are required to complete a 3,000-hour registrar program.

Doctor of Philosophy (Clinical Psychology) Pathway

Duration: 4 years full-time to complete the doctoral program; 8 years including undergraduate degree.
Program: Doctor of Philosophy (Clinical Psychology)

This APAC accredited doctorate degree consists of coursework, 1,000 hours of clinical placements and a research
thesis (equivalent to a PhD research thesis in size and scope). It is designed for those who have a particular
interest in the academic and research aspects of clinical psychology.

You can apply for general registration upon successful completion of the Doctor of Philosophy (Clinical
Psychology) without taking the national psychology exam, however in order to obtain clinical endorsement, you
are required to complete a 2,250 hour registrar program.

FAQ

How to apply for the Honours year in psychology at ANU if | complete my bachelor at another Australian
University?

External applications are welcome. If your undergraduate Psychology degree was earned from an APAC
accredited program and fulfills all of the ANU course requirements needed for Honours entry, then you will be
eligible to apply for Psychology Honours at ANU. Note: the ANU grading criteria will be applied (e.g. if ANU has
a higher cut-off than your institution, we will apply the ANU cut-off).

How to apply for a Psychology Masters at ANU if | completed my degrees elsewhere?

Australian Psychological Society Assessment is required if you studied outside of Australia, APAC Accredited
sequence of study is required if you studied in Australia.

ANU College of Science & Medicine | School of Medicine & Psychology
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Research opportunities in Psychology

We place a high value on the conduct and reporting of original research by our staff and students. Our Masters
and PhD graduates have been offered postdoctoral and academic positions in some of the most prestigious
universities and research laboratories in the world. Research in Psychology at ANU focuses on broad research

groups.

Clinical Psychology

The Clinical Psychology group conducts research

on issues related to understanding and treating
psychological disorders and distress, models of
psychological adjustment, the interface between
health and psychology and models of mental health
service delivery. It runs a training clinic that provides
psychological assessment and therapy services to
students and the community and research support to
students and academic staff.

Cognition and Perception

The Cognition and Perception Group conducts
research in the areas of visual perception, cognition
and attention, face processing, decision making,
human memory, belief formation and language.
Together this group advances our understanding

of attention and cognitive control in everyday
environments, how we process faces and anticipate
others’ emotions, how to address misinformation and
mistakes in human decision making more broadly, and
how consciousness, inner speech, and the interaction
between action, perception, and cognition are
computed in the healthy, diseased, and developing
brain.

Developmental Psychology

The Developmental Psychology Group (Child, Youth
and Aging) spans many sub-disciplines of applied
and theoretical psychology, examining topics
including language development in the early years,
psychopathology across childhood and adolescence,
youth resilience, social and emotional wellbeing, and
how the social climate of schools affects student
outcomes.

Human Neuroscience

The Human Neuroscience Group investigates the
biological mechanisms underlying inner and overt
speech, attention, autobiographical memory, stress,
addiction, and several neurological and mental
disorders. They utilise a variety of methods including
neuropsychological assessment, EEG, functional and
structural MRI, pharmacological challenges, TMS/
tRNS, eye-tracking, and brain-computer interfaces.

Research Methods

The Research Methods group has significant expertise
in quantitative and qualitative approaches, publishing
original contributions in quantitative research methods
as well as undergraduate textbooks and advanced
researcher handbooks.

Social Psychology

The Social Psychology Group advances basic

theory and research, while contributing to national
conversation and leadership, by providing the science
underpinning behavioural strategies to promote
positive social change, as well as individual and
community health and wellbeing, including examining
the psychology of identity, leadership, prejudice,
justice, responses to climate change, extremism,
partisan truth, and education.



Unique opportunities for International study

We have partnership arrangements with institutions around the world that may provide international students
credit for study undertaken at our partner institutions and/or pathways into our degrees.

A joint undergraduate program between ANU and Southwest University in Chongging, China, gives students an
opportunity to undertake two years of study in China and two years in Canberra. When in China, some subjects are
taught by ANU staff in English. Students graduate with a degree from both universities.

We also have a credit arrangement for students studying a Diploma in psychology studies at Temasek Polytechnic,
Singapore.

Recognition of qualifications by overseas
professional bodies

Students who reside outside Australia should check with
their local professional and/or registration bodies regarding
the level of recognition they give to Australian qualifications
in psychology.

Accreditation of programs

All undergraduate and graduate programs in psychology offered by ANU are fully accredited by the Australian
Psychology Accreditation Council. The graduate programs in clinical psychology are also fully approved for
membership with the Australian Psychological Society (APS) and the Australian Clinical Psychology Association.
Our graduates in fourth year and beyond are eligible for registration as a psychologist with the Psychology Board
of Australia (PsyBA) at a level of registration dependent on their level of qualification. Eligibility for associate or

full membership of the APS is also conferred by our degrees.

Students may find further information on this through the website of the PsyBA and APS.
W Psychologyboard.gov.au

W Psychology.org.au
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Career opportunities

Psychology graduates enjoy some of the best employment prospects in Australia. This is because, as part of their
degree programs, they will have acquired skills in critical and analytical thinking, quantitative data collection

and analysis, report writing and communication, skills that are applicable to a modern workplace. At ANU, our
undergraduate courses in psychology provide an excellent foundation in these skills while also exposing students to
the most contemporary knowledge of psychology and its applications in the real world.

Graduate professional education in psychology adds a wealth of knowledge to these core skills, and these are directly
applicable to solving a range of human problems and challenges. Whether you undertake graduate professional
training and become a practicing and registered psychologist, or you choose to employ the more general skills gained
from an undergraduate education in psychology, you will be superbly prepared for an exciting and well paid career
after your graduation. Your future jobs, either as a professional psychologist, or broad skillset acquired over the

cousre of your psychology degree, might entail:

Designing evidence-based interventions to solve a host of human problems
+ Assessing and treating mental health challenges
+ Studying accident prevention
+ Designing educational material
» Researching how people function in different environments
« Designing and implementing recruitment and selection policies
» Helping children and adults to read more effectively
» Promoting healthy behaviours
» Helping to modify work or school environments to achieve better individual adjustment
+ Helping organisations manage and improve the performance of staff, designing surveys and market research

» Helping to support behaviour change to deal with major social challenges (e.g.,climate change, social cohesion,
etc.)

+ Assisting people to lead happier, healthier lives

For information about employment opportunities:

W Joboutlook.gov.au
W Psychxchange.com.au
W Graduatecareers.com.au

Psychology offers exciting career possibilities with a wide range of
employment options in the private and public sectors, as well as in
universities.



How to apply

Bachelor Degree

Application procedures are different depending on the degree program, your study background and citizenship
status.
For more information visit: study.anu.edu.au/apply

Honours Year

Honours is an elite and challenging program for top students. The Honours program may be undertaken in one
year full-time, or part-time over two years with coursework in the first year and the research thesis in the second
year. For more information visit the relevant programs and courses page

» Bachelor of Science (Psychology) (Honours): programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/program/hspsy

« Bachelor of Philososphy (Honours) -Science : programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/program/aphsc

« Bachelor of Science (Honours) : programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/program/HSC

» Bachelor of Arts (Honours) : programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/program/harts

Masters Degree

ANU Master degrees are available to everyone with a Bachelor degree, providing more options to study outside
your undergraduate discipline.
For more information visit study.anu.edu.au/apply

PhD & MPhil

Students who wish to undertake a graduate research program at ANU can do so through either a Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) or Master of Philosophy (MPhil).
For more information visit psychology.anu.edu.au/study/phd-mphil

Please note the application deadline for Master of Professional Psychology, Master of Clinical Psychology &
Ph.D. (Clinical Psychology) is 30th September.

Apply for a scholarship

ANU offers a number of scholarships on a merit basis. You can also talk to your academic supervisor about other
sources of funding you might access to assist with living expenses and tuition fees, since full-time research
students are normally allowed to work no more than 10 hours per week.

Please note, international research scholarships are only awarded to outstanding students and are extremely
competitive. If you are a domestic student and applying for mid-year entry, your chances of obtaining scholarship
funding may be greatly diminished.

For more information visit: study.anu.edu.au/scholarships/find-scholarship
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Contact us

ANU College of Science and Medicine
The Australian National University

W  science.anu.edu.au

E science@anu.edu.au

Student enquiries

T 1800 620 032
E future.student@anu.edu.au

Connect with us

facebook.com/ScienceANU
twitter.com/ScienceANU
instagram.com/ScienceANU
linkedIn.com/showcase/anu-colleges-of-science

tiktok.com/@scienceanu
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